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twentieth century has overtaken and surprised them; but it has
not greatly changed them; and when the traveller listens to the
chatter of the women round the village well, he sees them much as
they were when the servant of Abraham took his master's camels
to the well, where Rebecca, a damsel who was 'very fair to look
upon,' filled her pitcher, and gave drink to him and to his camels
also.
The first great difficulty that I had to overcome was to adjust
my mind to the unexpected smallness of the picture, and to reduce
imaginative scales to realities. Was this the cockpit in which
such mighty events had occurred? The framework of the land
seemed to be too small for the story it had to tell. Palestine itself
is not much bigger than the Principality of Wales, or about the
size of the State of Massachusetts. The famous brook Kishon,
which swept away Sisera and his hosts, proved to be an insignificant
stream, while Mount Zion was even less conspicuous than is
Primrose Hill. The general desolation of the land suggested a
sepulchre, rather than the cradle of a new life.
The commissioners had been instructed cto inquire into the
immediate causes which had led to the recent outbreak in Palestine,
and to make recommendations as to the steps necessary to avoid a
recurrence,' and on arriving in Jerusalem on the 24th October,
after making a formal call upon the High Commissioned, his
Excellency Sir John Chancellor, they, on the same day, began their
work. The parties to the inquiry were the Palestine Government,
represented by Mr. Kenelm Preedy, K.C., and the Arab Executive,
represented by Mr. W. H. Stoker, K.C., while the Palestine
Zionist Executive were represented by Sir Boyd Merriman,
K.C, M,P., and Lord Erleigh, and the leading counsel in each
case were assisted by several juniors. The commissioners held
nearly sixty sessions, took the evidence of one hundred and thirty
witnesses, and the report which they presented on the 12th March
I9301 aroused world-wide comment and much hostile criticism.
The Zionist leaders and organizations throughout the world
immediately denounced it as ill-informed, inaccurate, and biased,
while the Arab politicians rejoiced exceedingly.
I had the misfortune to arrive at conclusions concerning the
evidence which was presented to us, which my colleagues did not
share, and it was my plain duty to maintain those conclusions by a
long note of reservation to the majority report.    I have already
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